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voked aggression of the Marathas on his dominions, he at
once made ready for a counter attack. He advanced to meet
Baji Rao on the banks of the Godavari river. His army
numbered only lO^OOO.1 After crossing the river, Nasir
Jang attacked Baji Rao, forcing him to a pitched battle
which the latter wanted to avoid at all costs. Nasir Jang's
army defeated and pursued him in the direction of Ahmednagar
and forced him to sue for peace. At length it was decided
that in future the parties would abstain from plundering each
other's territory. Baji Rao promised to give up all claims on
the revenues of the Deccan. The Sarkars of Khargaon and
Handia, formerly promised by Nizamu'1-Mulk, were con-
ferred on Baji Rao as his Jagir2 in order to lighten the bur-
den of his debt. This memorable reverse was the closing
chapter of Baji Rao's adventurous career.3 The truth is that
his policy had completely broken down. He was beaten in
the field; his troops were clamouring for pay and his treasury
was empty. The humiliating defeat prevented him from
appearing before Raja Sahu whom he had assured of estab-
lishing Maratha authority in the Deccan. In one of his letters
written sometime before his death, Baji Rao gives expression
to his great sense of despair. It runs thus: "I am involved in
difficulties, in debt and in disappointment and am like a man
ready to swallow poison; near the Raja are my enemies and
should I at this time go to Satara, they will put their feet on
my breast. I should be thankful if I could meet death."4
After promising Nasir Jang never to enter his territory any
more, Baji Rao started towards the Narbada to take possession
of his Jagir where he was taken ill with violent fever and expired
on 28th April 1740. His death is an event of great impor-
tance in the history of the Maratha people. He was succeeded
by his son Balaji to the Peshwaship of the Maratha confederacy.
It was Baji Rao's ambition to extend the authority of the

iHadiqatuJl-*A!am, vol. II. p. 187.             * Ibid., p. 188.

3 Malcolm, Central India, vol. I, p. 86. This defeat of Baji Rao has also been
mentioned in the records of the East India Company in the following words:
"Bajerao who has ever had success has lately been defeated by Narsar Jung
in a pitched battle.... Narsar Jung designs to cut off his whole army if possible
.... Narsar Jung has gained such a victory that it is not known whether ever
his father Chicklass (Chin Qilich) did the like." (Records of Fort St. George*
Country Correspondence, 1740.)

4  Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 462.